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In Tanzania,  Maasai tribes have been fighting for their land rights 
since  British  colonization  and  their  fight  endures  today.  Promises 
have  repeatedly  been  made  ensuring  the  grazing  rights  for  the 
Maasai,  only  to  be  violated.  As  tourism has  become a  significant 
portion of Tanzania’s economy, more and more land has been taken 
from the Maasai limiting their ability to survive. In 1992, the fate of 
the  indigenous  Maasai  in  the  Loliondo  region  near  the  Serengeti 
National Park was again put into question. Land that is critical to 
preserving the Maasai’s pastoral life style was leased to an Emirati 
hunting  company  called  the  Ortello  Business  Corporation  (OBC). 
Since the arrival of OBC, hundreds of members of Arab royal families 
as well as other wealthy individuals have arrived in the region to hunt 
antelope, lions, leopards and other game. While neighboring Kenya 
outlawed  big  game  hunting  in  1978,  the  Tanzanian  government 
supports hunting claiming it is the best use of land and wildlife. The 
government’s  support  of  OBC  has  long  been  under  a  cloud  of 
suspicion  with  many  rumors  of  corruption  and  kickbacks.  The 
government  has  justified  their  support  of  OBC claiming  they  are 
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preserving  land  to  protect  game and  to  prevent  the  Maasai  from 
overgrazing  and  destroying  the  animals’  habitat.  While  the 
government  accuses  the  Maasai  of  overgrazing,  studies  show that 
these pastoralists are very efficient livestock producers, and, rarely, do 
they keep more animals than they need or the land can sustain. Since 
2009, the government has given more land to OBC and forced the 
eviction of the Maasai from their own government deeded property.  
Heavily armed Tanzanian riot police set fires to Maasai homesteads 
and food stores and confiscated their animals. 

Currently,  the  Maasai  and  most  of  East  Africa  is  facing  a  severe 
drought  that  threatens  the  food  security  of  the  region.  As  the 
Maasai’s  cattle  die,  their  ability  to  survive  becomes  severely 
impacted. Now the government is again forcing the eviction of the 
Maasai by having both the police and park rangers set Maasai homes 
on fire.  “Maasai  homes have been burnt to give room for wealthy 
Arabs to hunt lions and leopards [in] the Serengeti ecosystem,” said a 
Maasai  source.  “We  are  continuously  made  homeless  by  our 
government…had  it  not  been  the  love  we  have  for  nature  and 
wildlife, the Serengeti ecosystem would have been like other places in 
Tanzania where people have depleted the forest cover for charcoal 
and decimated animal species for food and other utilitarian goods.” 
Children  of  Tanzania  has  worked  in  the  Loliondo  region  and 
Ololosokwan School for many years. We need your help to continue 
to educate the children in the region so they have the skills to defend 
their land and understand what other options they have to ensure 
their existence.

CHANGING THE WORLD THROUGH 
EDUCATION, ONE CHILD AT A TIME 

A SPECIAL PLEA 

C h i l d re n  o f  Ta n z a n i a  ha s 
identified a 7 year old Maasai girl 
named Penina has  been going to 
bed  hungry  for  months  due  to 
famine.  Her  home  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  government. 
Penina has no chance of receiving 
an  education  or  the  ability  to 
escape  staggering  poverty.  Her 
parents  are  willing  to  make  a 
sacrifice  that  most  of  us  cannot 
fathom -  they are willing to send 
their  young daughter far  away to 
school.   This  can only  happen if 
we  fund  her  entire  education 
starting  with  Tumaini  Primary 
Boarding  School.  We  anticipate 
she  will  continue  her  secondary 
education and the entire cost for 
educating  Penina  is  estimated  to 
be $25,000. Tumaini is a school we 
admire  and  is  ranked  in  the  top 
ten  for  schools  in  the  region. 
Classes  are  taught  in  English 
g iv ing  the i r  s tudents  the 
advantage of being able to interact 
with  the  modern  world.  Penina 
does  not  speak  English  or  the 
national  language,  Swahili.  Other 
students in this position, who we 
have sponsored, are now thriving. 
We have  confidence  that  this  is 
Penina’s only chance for a future. 
We  need  your  help  to  give  this 
little girl the gift of hope!

Ololosokwan Village, August, 2017
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