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Children of Tanzania 
Continues Focus On 

Secondary Education 

Children of Tanzania has  a long history of providing quality 
school facilities that are vital for learning.  We work with both 
primary and secondary schools to provide access to education in 
remote areas of the country.  While some issues are the same at 
both  school  levels,  most  secondary  schools  in  Tanzanian  are 
boarding  schools  with  high  attendance  fees.  Despite  the 
Tanzanian  government’s  recent  attempt  to  increase  school 
attendance  by  eliminating  stated  school  fees,  the  cost  of 
attendance is  still  great.   Parents are responsible for  providing 
food,  uniforms,  books,  transportation and medical  care.  These 
costs automatically prevent the majority of children in rural or 
tribal areas from attending school.  While approximately 3 out of 
5  children,  or  52-60%,  attend  primary  school,  only  a  small 
percentage  attend  secondary  school.  An  estimated  5.1  million 
Tanzanian children between the ages of 7 and 17 are not in school, 
including 3.6 million secondary school aged children.  

The impediments to secondary education are many and we have 
highlighted just a portion of them in this newsletter.  Children 
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Impediments To 
Attending 

Secondary School 

Students Must Pass 
National Exam and No 

Re-takes

School Fees Eliminated 
But Families Still Must 
Provide Transportation, 

Uniforms, Books and 
Supplies

Corporal Punishment 
Endemic in Secondary 

School

Poor Quality and 
Insufficient Number of 

Teachers

Lack of Schools in Local 
Communities

Crumbling School 
Infrastructure 

Sexual Harassment and 
Abuse of Girls

Forced Marriage for 
Young Girls

Expulsion if Pregnant

Children Used For Labor

Schools Not Equipped to 
Educate Students with 

Disabilities
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of  Tanzania  has  continued  our  multi-year  support  of  both 
Oldeani and Endarofta Secondary Schools.  The need, as well as 
the  ability  to  help  these  schools,  is  great.  In  2013,  the 
management  of  Oldeani  Secondary  School  was  contracted  to 
Tanzania Children's  Fund (TCF),  an organization who we have 
partnered  with  for  many  years.  The  improvements  at  Oldeani 
since that  time have been great.  To support  TCF’s  efforts,  we 
have  provided  Oldeani  with  a  school  kitchen,  boys  and  girls 
bathrooms,  a  classroom  dedicated  to  chemistry  labs,  school 
uniforms and a  gutter  system to enhance their  rain  harvesting 
tanks.  Since  TCF’s  involvement,  the  student  teacher  ratio  has 
improved  from 42-to-1  to  17-to-1.  At  Endarofta,  Children  of 
Tanzania  has  provided  a  school  kitchen,  boys  and  girls 
bathrooms, a water pump and rain harvesting tank and this year 
we added more student bathrooms.  As much as our organizations 
have accomplished, there is still much need, especially to provide 
a safe educational environment for teenaged girls. 

Due to the lack of local secondary schools, students must board 
or  provide their  own housing.   Students,  especially  girls,  often 
acquire  cheap  accommodations  far  from  home  to  be  able  to 
continue their education.  Girls are usually expected to provide 
farm and household labor in exchange for rent. They are highly 
susceptible to physical abuse, sexual harassment and rape, either 
at their accommodations or during their commute to and from 
school.  It  is  difficult  to  find  reliable  child  rape  statistics  in 
Tanzania, but through our long involvement in the country, we 
are aware that the percentage of girls who are raped is startling.

It is also crucial for secondary schools to be accessible to girls to 
avoid early marriage.  In Tanzania, boys are able to legally marry 
at age 18 while girls, with parental consent, or parental force, are 
able to marry at 15.  Yet, it is not uncommon, especially in tribal 
areas, to see girls as young as 12 married. Studies show that one of 
the  best  ways  to  avoid  early  marriage  is  through  continued 
education.  Girls who are in school are looked upon as unavailable 
for marriage.  We have seen that girls who remain in school gain 
their own voice and are able to make decisions about their own 
futures.

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP  TO  CONTINUE  TO  FOCUS  ON  
SECONDARY  EDUCATION  IN  TANZANIA
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How Children of 
Tanzania Supports 

Secondary 
Education 

School Bathrooms 
Especially Critical For Girls 
To Manage Sanitary Issues

School Kitchens

Rain Harvesting Tanks

School Books

Uniforms

Classrooms

Science Labs

Dorm Beds

Solar Lights

School Sponsorship To 
Pay For Private 

Secondary Education
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